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ÅNeoplastic clonal proliferation of plasma cells

ÅProduction of paraprotein (monoclonal Ig)

ÅNormal production of Ig impaired (immuneparesis)

Multiple Myeloma
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Marrow infiltration

Bone Resorption

Hypercalcemia

Osteolytic lesions, fractures

Deposition of  Ig in kidney

Renal impairment

Anaemia

Anaemia

Hyperviscosity syndr

Recurrent infection



Kuehl & Bergsagel Nat Rev Cancer 2003

Multiple Myeloma - A model Cancer



State of Art in 2004

ÅMedian Survival of 3-4 years

ÅLimited treatment options
ïStem cell transplant (high dose melphalan)

ïSteriods

ïThalidomide just starting

ïFirst reports of Velcade presented with huge fanfare at 

American Society of Hematology Meeting

ÅFISH

ÅMicroarray technologies emerging
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Old Paradigm - Linear Genomics
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